
 

Virginia Tech vs. William and Mary 

April 8, 2000; Claytor Lake, Pulaski, Virginia 

 

Thanks to Dave Shuster.  

Conditions/Comments: This year's event proudly carried on the traditions of cold 

weather, strong headwinds, driving rain, and 1 foot + rolling waves. 

To add to the excitement, racing was suspended after only 3 1/2 events in which 

two shells swamped. 

Races were approximately 2000 meters in length. 

Men's Frosh/Novice 8+ 

1st William and Mary 7:28.99 

2nd Virginia Tech 7:51.1 

 

Women's Varsity Lightweight 8+ 

1st Virginia Tech 8:43.03 

2nd William and Mary 9:09.51 

 

Notes: Virginia Tech had a solid open water lead going into the 

last 150 meters. At this point, a passing fisherman waked the 

William and Mary crew. It was determined that this event did not 

affect the overall outcome of the race, but that it would have 

impacted the time for the W&M crew. 

 

Men's Frosh/Novice 4+ 

1st Virginia Tech (No time) 

2nd William and Mary (No Time) 

 

Notes: Virginia Tech won by open water, and then proceeded to 

swamp after crossing the finish line. No need to toss the coxswain 

in this race! 

 

Women's Frosh/Novice 8+ 

 

Notes: This was the last race attempted. William and Mary jumped 
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to an open water lead over Virginia Tech's A and B crews. At 

about the 1000m mark, race officials noticed the W&M crew 

taking on water, and called the race. 200 meters later, the William 

and Mary crew swamped. 

 

In the end, all the dunked rowers were rescued promptly and no 

one got hurt. The shells also suffered little if any damage. 5 

minutes after the second shell was emptied at the dock, a torrential 

rain broke out, and the two teams decided that it was time to call it 

a day. 
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